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HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Council held on 21 June 2023 
 
Present  
 
Councillor Raines (Mayor) 
 
Councillors  Patrick, Bowdell, Crellin, Diamond, Fairhurst, Keast, Kennett, Linger, 
Lloyd, Milne, Munday, Patel, Payter, Rennie, Redsull, Richardson, Robinson, 
Scannell, Sceal, Mrs Shimbart, Stone, Tindall, Weeks, Blades, Brent, Briggs, 
Coates, Gray, Gray and Harris 
 
10 Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Denton, Moutray, 
Rason, Turner and Wade. 
 

11 Declarations of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests relating to any items on the agenda 
from the members present. 
 

12 Confirmation of Previous Minutes  
 
Proposed by Councillor Kennett and seconded by Councillor Sceal, the minutes 
of the last meeting of the Council held on 17 May 2023 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 

13 New Councillors Introductions  
 
Newly elected members, Councillors James Blades, Ryan Brent, Andy Briggs, 
Mark Coates, Paul Gray, Philippa Gray and Gillian Harris introduced 
themselves to Members. 
 

14 Mayor's Report  
 
The Mayor did not wish to add to her published report and there were no 
questions from members present.  
 

15 Public Speaking under Standing Orders 27.5 & 28  
 
There were no public questions or requests to address Council received in 
accordance with the requirements of these Standing Orders. 
 

16 Cabinet/Board/Committee Recommendations  
 
There were no Cabinet / Board / Committee recommendations for Council to 
consider at this meeting. 
 

17 Leader's Report  
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There was nothing the Leader wished to add to his published report. 
  
Councillors asked the Leader questions on his report, which were duly 
responded to within the meeting.  
 

18 Cabinet Lead Reports  
 
The Cabinet Leads took questions from Councillors on their published reports, 
which were duly responded to within the meeting.  
  
Councillor Bowdell updated his report highlighting the importance for members 
to ensure they read the code of conduct. 
  
Following a question from Councillor Philippa Gray to Councillor Robinson, in 
relation to the Bidbury Mead Play Area design plans.  Councillor Robinson 
confirmed a written response will be provided outside of the meeting, following 
a review of any legal restrictions by the Monitoring Officer.  
 

19 Questions Under Standing Order 27.4.1  
 
There were no questions received under the provision of this standing order. 
 

20 Urgent Questions Under Standing Order 27.4.2  
 
There was one urgent question received from Councillor Brent in accordance 
with this standing order, which was responded to within the meeting by 
Councillor Fairhurst as relevant Cabinet Lead. 
  
A summary of the question and response is attached with the minutes of this 
meeting.  
 

21 Notice of Motions under Standing Order 14.1  
 
A motion in relation to the Langstone Mill Pond was proposed by Councillor 
Fairhurst and seconded by Councillor Payter, following debate and a vote, 
Council: 
  
RESOLVED  
  

1. To seek support and funding from the Environment Agency and other 
key stakeholders for a long-term solution by undertaking a Chichester 
Harbour Environment and Investment Adaptation Strategy. This should 
include the holistic assessment of the long-term management and 
enhancement of the wildlife within the Langstone Mill Pond that supports 
the network of habitats and species within the Harbour.  

  
2. To write to the Environment Agency, Chichester Harbour Conservancy 

and Natural England to express the strong democratic support for the 
protection of the Langstone Mill Pond through sea defences. 
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A second motion in relation to signage at Hayling Island beach was proposed 
by Councillor Munday and seconded by Councillor Paul Gray. Following debate 
and a vote, Council: 
  
RESOLVED 
  
To investigate the installation of electronic signage on Beachlands, Hayling 
Island, in order to give beachgoers timely and accurate sewage pollution 
warnings.  This can be achieved by connecting to Southern Water’s Beachbouy 
software via the internet in order to access the most current data. 
  
Before implementing this proposal, funding would need to be agreed and 
secured for this initiative through either 
  

       Agreement of the Cabinet to invest in the initiative with the expectation 
that income from advertising revenue would cover costs 

       Contribution to costs from Southern Water 
       Or alternative funding could be secured through crowdfunding. 

 
22 Appointments  

 
Proposed by Councillor Stone, seconded by Councillor Sceal, it was: 
  
RESOLVED that 

  
a)    the appointment of Councillors to those Committees and Boards as set 

out in the Committee Appointments for 2023/2024 
  

b)    that all appointments, shall remain in place until the next Annual meeting 
of the Council 

 
23 Acceptance of Minutes  

 
Proposed by Councillor Kennett and seconded by Councillor Keast, it was 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Committees held since the last meeting of 
Council be received. 
 

 
The meeting commenced at 5.30 pm and concluded at 6.54 pm 

 
 
 

 
…………………………… 

 
Chairman 
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Item 11 – Urgent Questions Received under Standing Order 27.4.2 
 
 
 
 Question From Question to Question 

 
1 Councillor Brent Councillor 

Fairhurst 
After the prompt removal of a traveller encampment within two days from the green 
alongside Ladybridge Road as a result of excellent combined working between local 
councillors, Havant Borough Council and Hampshire Constabulary through efficient 
communication and response; can the cabinet member provide assurances to residents 
by answering: 
 
1) Will there be a short-term measure put in place at the two entry points to deter 

another traveller encampment incursion within this public area? 
2) Has this location been prioritised within the council’s work schedule for a long-term 

strategy to deter any traveller encampment from attempting to converge and camp 
upon this area? 

Reply 
The Plan for defending open spaces across the Borough was approved by Cabinet, with the four highest risk open spaces receiving 
additional protection this year: Mengham Park, Hampshire Farm, Jubilee Park and Barton's Triangle.  So far, this work has proven 
successful but inevitably this may move the pressure to other areas such as Ladybridge.   The replacement of the Ladybridge gate 
and damaged dragons teeth was also approved and the gate ordered a few months ago.  This will be fitted in early July, with the 
dragons teeth replaced as needed.  The gate is fitted with restriction boxes, as used on other sites recently with good results.     
 
While this work represents good progress, the ability to innovate or willingness to committee criminal damage by those who breach 
the sites means that we are unable to guarantee that incursions will not happen in the future.   We continue to monitor and report this 
dynamic environment to enable Cabinet to prioritise future work.   The Council property, environmental services, engineering and 
enforcement teams continue to work together to protect the Boroughs open spaces and respond quickly when incursions do occur. 
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